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Scientists are trying to determine how 
• dispose of <t(i00 gallons of chemical 
udj;e containing an ingredient m lethal 

mat theoretically one pure drop could 
kill (10 persons. A storage lank contain­
ing some of Die malt-rial is at Verona, 
Mo., a little loan southwest of Spring­
field. 

This tank was the source or a chemi­
cal mistakenly sprayed at throe Mis-
snarl MaMrs to control dust in 1971. 
More, than i".0 lior.'died and two young 
sisters became seriously ill ns a result. 
Lust summer, scientists at the Center 
for Disease Control in Atlanta, Gn., 
identified the chemical dioxin as the 
cause. It was the first documented 
evidence in the United Slates of such an 
incident. 

The Missouri Department of Health 
and the company rm whose land the 
storage lank is located are socking a 
way to destroy the chemical. 

"By our calculations, depending on 
(he weight of the person and the route of 
admir.is:ration (otal), wt: figum a single 
drop (depending oil the drop's volume) 
would have a toxic effect cm M to UK) 
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Official forecast 
for St. Louis and vi­
cinity: Sunny and 
warm Sunday; low 
temperature in the 
morning in the mid 
S3-.;, high in the aflcr-
pa'in t;3 lo R5. Warm 
Monday through 
"r.lnesday, with a 

see of showers 
iday and again 
Incsdsy; low 
<erature mostly 
e 20s. highs in 
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dly hetmc&rs 
people," one scientist said. "You can kill 
t!9 people with one drop of the pure 
substance." 

The scientist is Patrick E. Phillips, a * 
veterinarian in the state Department of 
Health, lie directed the investigation 
into the causes of death for the animals 
at tin- stables. That inquiry brought 
together medical delectivos (rum both 
the stale health agency and the federal 
center. 

At first glance, the storage of the 
chemical waster, that contain the 
dioxin—In scientific terminology, it is 
2,3.78-T telrachlorodiblnxopnra-dloxin— 
seems safe enough. 

The material is contained in a 20-foot 
high steel tank bolted to a 6-to-8-inch' 
thick concrete slab. 

A half-foot thick layer of Insolation 
surrounds the sides and top of the tank. 
A cinderblock wall extends about three 
feel up from the base of the tank lo 
gunrd ugninsi accidents from motor 
vehicles or machinery. 

Warning signs are posted, and traffic 
Is barred frotn u road that leads past tho 
tank. 

"We con protect It as much as 
humanly passible," Phillips said. "But If 
a tornado comes along, 1 don't know. 
Less than two weeks ago a tornado tore 
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The Mi-icaniili'- Library Assubnlion 
collection of 117 drawings by (IrSuje 
I'ah-b liingham of Missouri life in If 
nim-lccntl; century will go on display' 
here Bum .lime II Ihrimgh June'/ in Hie 
ninth Hour exhibition hall of the down 
lown storo ol Famous Hai r Co. / 

The showing will be only the second/ 
time that St. Louisans have had yn 
opportunity to view the entire collecjion. 

The first was in 1931, when the fmmcr 
City Art Museum and Kansas City's 
Nelson-Atkins Gallery collabarotcd on a 
show after mounting llu/rfrawings, 
which had been left to/ne library in 
scra'pbook form In ISjtfby n twa-ierm 
Mayor of St. Louis, Jpgn Hoiv. 

Tne drawings hj/ze become the focal 
point of a gentcci but strongly felt local 
dispute. / 

The privaidfy run Mercantile Library 
is faced wiln the need to air-condilior. its 
facilities at Broadway and Locust 
SireiVto renovate, and to erase an 
annpfil deficit of about 335,000 that is 

about 510.000 a year. It 

nnnoiiucod Inst Aijghsl that it was going 
ictioo. 

The prulcirfs were loud—from St. 

MjtfV.sl 
to sell the HiiirJpmi collection. 

'.irfa we 
I.nui.- ans wlfh a Binghnm portrait of a 
grandmother In the parlor to Hitton . 
Kramer, art critic of Tho New York 
Tim's, who said licit "the disposal of 
Vhf Bingham drawing.', would be a 
•Ischium of major prupaiTiuns." 

Iu\l-\:bruary, Gov. Chrislophcr S. 
Boiulsnnounced the formation of a' 
suic-v/ihe committee to ti-y to agree on 
a purciiasbroricc and to ensure that the 
drawings remain in Missouri. 

The annmnrcoment of the showing at 
Famnus-BaiT doks nut, apparently, sig-

s 'Joseph 
ti.'in. The exhibition wnsWrangcd with­
out the knowledgo ol the cumrman ol the 
exhibitions committee, oncV three set 
up at the meeting in February with 
Bond. 

Receipts from the $1 admission 
charge will go to the fund drive, asyill 
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up Neosho, 50 miles away." 
Inside the tank Is a tar-like soup of 

chemical garbage that includes water, 
ethylene glycol, sodium hydroxide, other 
substances and, in a ratio of about 330 
parts for each million parts of the soup, 
dioxin. The dioxin accounts for a gallon 
and a half of the 4G00 gallons of 
chemical sludge inside the 7500-gallnn 
tank. But even that amount is danger­
ous. 

Laboratory tests have found that 
dioxin caused birth defects in guinea 
pigs and killed laboratory animals at 
levels as low as .0006 milligrams for 
each kilogram of biijiy weight. 

For this reason, the use of Herbicide 
Orange was suspended in 1971 In Viet­
nam. The defoliant, contained 2, 4, 5-T, 
which is contaminated hy dioxin. 

"We don't have any statutory powers 
to force anyone to destroy this innteri-. 
ol," Phillips said. "The company on 
whose property (he lank is located is ' 
exploring ways in which to do so, and 
they are co-operating with us fully." 

That company is Syntex Agribusiness, 
Inc., which manufactures vitamins for 
farm animals. The firm is not responsi­
ble for Ihc material being on its 
property; it is attempting (n solve the 
problems of another company to whom 
It had leased the facility. 

The responsible firm is Northeast 
Pharmaceutical Chemical Co., Inc. It 
hud been manufacturing the gcrmacidc 
hexachlorophene in facilities leased 
from Syntex Agribusiness. 

The dioxin is a byproduct of the 
manufacture of one of the chemicals 
used to manufacture hexachlorophene. 
When the Food and Drug Administration 
banned the use of hexachlorophene 
except by prescription, Northeast Phar­
maceutical moved, leaving the tank 
behind. At that time, the presence of the 
dioxin was unknown. 

Northeast, whose headquarters are at 
Stamford, Conn., has filed for bankrupt-

*,cy. Godfrey Moll, vice president of-' 
operations for Syntex Agribusiness at its 
Springfield vffice, said he planned to 

TUK.I TO PAGE IS. COL. 1 

«v»# a?-" 
•a® 

I*. 

w 


